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REMARKS 

Claims 1 to 26 are pending in this application, of which claims 1 and 18 are the 
independent claims. Favorable reconsideration and further examination are respectfully 
requested. 

Claim 1 was rejected over Grigg (U.S. Patent 6,548,897). As shown above, Applicants 
have amended the claims to define the invention more clearly. In view of these amendments, 
withdrawal of the art rejection is respectfully requested. 

Claim 1, as amended, is directed to a semiconductor structure that includes a 
semiconductor substrate and a compliant interconnect element disposed on a first surface of the 
substrate. The compliant interconnect element includes a portion that extends across and away 
from the first surface of the substrate to define a chamber between the portion of the compliant 
interconnect element and the first surface of the substrate. 

The applied art is not understood to disclose or to suggest the foregoing features of claim 
1 . In particular, Grigg is not understood to disclose or to suggest a portion extending across and 
away from a first surface of a substrate to define a chamber between the portion and the first 
surface. 

In particular, Grigg shows a ring disposed on a substrate. The ring surrounds the 
periphery of a contact pad and at least a portion of the surrounded contact pad is exposed through 
an aperture defined by the ring. The ring is configured to surround a solder ball to give lateral 
support to the solder ball even during the contraction and expansion of the solder ball thereby 
reducing solder fatigue. Grigg, however, does not disclose or suggest that any portion of the ring 
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extends away from or across the substrate to define a chamber. Furthermore, since the rings are 
intended to receive solder balls, any extension of the ring over the substrate would prevent the 
rings from receiving the solder balls and providing the desired lateral support. 

Moreover, Grigg's ring does not define a chamber, but as Grigg describes, the ring forms 
an "aperture." Applicants submit that the word "chamber" is not synonymous with the word 
"aperture". For example, the Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary defines "aperture" as "an 
opening" (see attached). 

Thus, as understood by Applicants, Grigg does not disclose or suggest at least a portion 
of a compliant interconnect element extending across and away from the first surface of the 
substrate to define a chamber between the portion of the compliant interconnect element and the 
first surface of the substrate. For at least this reason, claim 1 is believed to be in condition for 
allowance. 

Claim 18 roughly corresponds to claim 1 and, therefore, is believed to be allowable for at 
least the same reasons as claim 1 noted above. 

Applicants submit that the entire application is now in condition for allowance. Such 
action is respectfully requested at the Examiner's earliest convenience. 

All correspondence should be directed to the address below. Applicants' attorney can be 
reached by telephone at the number shown below. 
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No fee is believed to be due for this Amendment; however, if any fees are due, please 
apply such fees to Deposit Account No. 06-1050 referencing Attorney Docket 13292-007001. 



Fish & Richardson P.C. 
225 Franklin Street 
Boston, MA 02110-2804 
Telephone: (617)542-5070 
Facsimile: (617)542-8906 

20749617.doc 



Respectfully submitted, 




Paul A. Jfysher 
Reg. No. 40,780 
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